
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Steady…GO
 

From District Governor Frank 

O’Donoghue 

 

 
 

A Summer of Rest…and Planning 
Firstly, I wish to congratulate all the new 

officers in the 106 Lions Clubs that make up 

our District. For some, this will be their first 

occasion to act as Club President, Club 

Secretary or Club Treasurer, while for others 

it is a second or more frequent occasion that 

the Lion members have entrusted the well 

being of the club to your very capable hands.  

 

To each Club President, I wish you to know 

that you have the full support of your Zone 

Chair, the DG Team and the District 

Cabinet. Please do not hesitate to contact me, 

your Zone Chair or any other member of my 

team if you require help. We may not have 

the answer but should know the person who 

can help. 

 

As we move towards holiday time, many 

clubs wind down their activities during the 

course of August. For Club Presidents, 

however, this is a time for planting the seeds 

of new ideas, that will germinate over the 

coming months when shared with the club 

and mature into great services. 

 

In planning the Club Programme of Service 

for 2018/19, I wish to draw your attention to 

the comprehensive range of District Projects 

that Clubs can engage with over the next 

year. 

 

1. Lions National Collection Day: 

Tesco 5-6th October  
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2. Food Appeal: Dunne’s Stores 7-8th 

December  

3. Carers Weekend  -Wexford 12-14 

Oct.; Sligo 16-18th Nov. 

4. District Holiday Project –Trabolgan 

June 7-14 

 

In addition to the above diary dates, Club 

Presidents are encouraged to become 

involved in a number of the following 

District Project : 

 

➢ Diabetes Awareness / Screening is a 

major focus for Lions worldwide and 

every Club is encouraged to be 

involved 

➢ Spectacle collection is a small part of 

our Worldwide commitment to Vision 

through LCIF 

➢ Each Club is encouraged to support 

our Lions International Foundation 

[LCIF] in its work  

➢ Lions Programme for Young 

people. District 133 offers an 

extensive programme. This includes 

Peace Poster; Young Ambassador; 

Youth Football; Youth camps and Leo 

Clubs 

➢ Lions also support young people with 

Anti-bullying and Suicide 

Prevention resources.  

➢ Message in a Bottle –which now 

offers a golf tag 

➢ Support for the Homeless 

 

May I also encourage every club to actively 

contribute to the District Newsletter? Frank 

Corr does an excellent job in producing this 

newsletter each week, with the objective of 

increasing communication between Lions. 

The success of the Newsletter depends on 

clubs submitting news and photos of events. 

In this Newsletter, we read of a successful 

fundraiser by Ennis Lions Club. As the level 

of club activity winds down during August, 

the Newsletter will take a short break –but 

will be back, refreshed,  on 31st August.    

I wish each Club every success in this the 

second year of the second Centenary of 

Lions and also our second year as District 

133. This is a time to focus on new ideas, 

new services and new challenges. It is my 

wish to meet with as many as possible of our 

2,252 lions over the next year, whether at 

our Convention in Kinsale 1-3rd March , at 

the Provincial and Zone meetings or club 

visits . 

Yours in Lionism 

Frank 

 

Frank O’Donoghue 

District Governor  

Lions district 133 Ireland  

 

 

PS. The Missing 13  

There are still 13 clubs who have not 

returned their officers –President, Secretary, 

Treasurer and Membership chair. May I ask 

that this is immediately addressed. Outgoing 

Club Secretaries from 2017/8 will still be 

able to access MyLCI until  next Tuesday, 

31st July . 

 

 

 

 

 



A Season of Disasters 
 

 

 
 

The extremes of weather that we have seen 

in the first seven months of 2018 have not 

been confined to Ireland. A series of 

horrendous natural disasters have hit the 

northern hemisphere in the past two months, 

causing havoc in the areas affected. 

In late June, Western Japan experienced14” 

of rainfall in two hours with immense 

flooding following. Millions of people had to 

move out of their homes in the short term, 

thousands were housed in emergency 

accommodation, power was lost, homes and 

belongings were destroyed and over 200 

people lost their lives. To add to the misery, 

an extreme heat wave followed with 

temperatures soaring to over 40c/100f, and 

without air conditioning, many elderly 

people succumbed, and with those extremes 

– disease will spread rapidly. LCIF 

responded immediately by approving an 

initial $300,000 in designated disaster 

funding to assist local Lions in their quick 

response to this disaster. 

Over the last few days we have heard of the 

tragic fires in Greece, where over 70 lives 

have been lost, and many homes destroyed. 

News is still filtering through of the extent of 

this tragedy. 

In landlocked Laos in Asia, floods have 

broken through a series of new river dams, 

and again human misery has followed. 

At this time of year most Clubs are on a 

well-earned summer break, but the need to 

help and support the victims of these 

disasters is great – LCIF is appealing for 

donations  for the Disaster Fund to help 

alleviate the distress, and to enable Lions on 

the ground to support their own communities 

in their time of greatest need. If your Club 

can help in this regard, it would be greatly 

appreciated. Cheques, no matter how big or 

small, should be marked on the back “LCIF 

Disaster Fund” and sent to the new District 

Treasurer, Lion Ger Cashman, Rocklands, 

Wexford. 

Designated Disaster Appeal funds are MJF 

credited for your Club. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Terence Mangan 

District LCIF Officer 

 

 

 

 

Summer Break 

 

This is the final Newsletter before our 

Summer break.  Weekly publication 

will resume on Monday 3rd September 

with  an editorial deadline of 9am on 

Friday 31st  August. Please submit 

material for this issue as far in advance 

as possible to fcorr100@gmail.com 
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Meet VDG Des Ryan 

 

 

 
 

From Leos to Vice District Governor 
 

Second VDG Des Ryan was born in Dublin 

but moved to Westport, Co. Mayo at a young 

age. Westport was always ahead of its time 

and growing up in such a cosmopolitan and 

diverse town gave him an early 

understanding of the wider global 

community. The beauty and serenity of the 

Clew Bay area was integrated into his 

character and he continues to live in the 

house his grandparents bought in the 1960’s. 

He met his wife Sara in 1992, married in 

2000 and together they have four beautiful 

children, Catherine 24, Jessica 20, Emma 11 

and Ben 9. They were also blessed with their 

first grandchild Elisagh two years ago. All 

still live at home, so never a dull moment at 

HQ. 

Des studied Construction Studies in Galway 

RTC in the early 90’s and then got into the 

construction industry thereafter. A keen 

ability for technical drawing saw him 

become a ‘Steel Detailer’, originally using 

pen and paper but by ‘96, using the latest 

computerised software.  Some 22 years later 

Des is the M.D. of Ryan Structural Steel 

Services Ltd and he still uses the same 

software. He set up his company in 2004 

with just one employee. Now they directly 

employ 25 people and many more indirectly. 

Check out their web site at 

www.ryansteel.eu to see some of the 

amazing things he has built. 

Des has a great passion for sport. He played 

both soccer and GAA football all his life 

until the knees gave up a few years back. His 

big love was his local, Islandeady GAA 

Club. Des served as Chairman twice. The 

first time as a very raw 32 year old who 

shook the establishment of the club to 

awaken it from  slumber. The second time 

was as a much more considered 40 year old, 

where he helped the club get promoted from 

Junior to Intermediate level. Over the past 23 

years he has coached every team from U8’s 

up to Senior Level at different times, 

winning titles at 21’s, 18’s, 16’s and 14’s.  

Des was the founding president of the 

Westport Leo Club in 1993, a position he 

held for a few years. It was a great time and 

he has many fond memories of trips and 

joint projects with other Leo Clubs from all 

over the country. He was chairman of the 

organising committee for the Leo 

http://www.ryansteel.eu/


Convention in Westport and went on to be 

Leo Zone Chairman for the western area. As 

a past Leo President he was automatically 

brought into the Westport Lions Club as 

their youngest ever member. Back then it 

was a time of blue jackets and grey hair. It 

was an education in a lot of things, some of 

them even Lions related. 

Family life and a work career took Des out 

of the Lions for some years but in 2011 he 

returned to the Westport Lions Club and 

took up the post of President. His main 

objectives were to re-energise both the club 

and its membership, along with trying to 

inject some new ideas and younger members 

into the Club. Following on from this he 

moved into the position of Club secretary for 

four years.  

In 2016 he was Convention Chairman for 

what would become the inaugural District 

133 Convention of 2018. Considered by 

many to have been a fantastic weekend with 

a ground breaking Convention that will serve 

us well going forward. 

In 2017-18 he was D133 Zone D Chairman 

and put himself forward for the position of 

Second Vice District Governor. A position 

he was duly elected to, at Convention, in his 

beautiful home town of Westport. 

To be continued............. 

 

 

Clonakilty ‘Craic’ 
 

It was a roaring success of an evening with 

the sun shining in the garden of the Emmett 

Hotel in Clonakilty, plenty of fun and 

laughter with great food washed down by a 

few cold glasses of good cheer. 

 

 

 
 

 

As the sun went down we were entertained 

by Oliver and Fiona taking a night off from 

True Colours. Their "gig" was spontaneous, 

along with the members we had a rare ould 

time singing some of those favourite tunes, 

so the ceol agus craic was indeed mighty. 

 

The proceeds from the evening went to the 

Marymount Hospice. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 



Congratulations 
 

Congratulations to Dermot O’Connor of 

Ennis Lions Club, a recent recipient of a 

Melvin Jones Fellowship, who had been 

promoted to the rank of Chief 

Superintendent in the Garda Siochana. 

 

Ennis Listens and Learns 
 

Having listened with envy to Thurles Lions 

talking about the monetary success of their 

car parking project for every event in Semple 

Stadium, the Lions of Ennis seized the 

opportunity when the GAA restructured their 

hurling championships this year, 

guaranteeing two major games in the local 

stadium each year. 

Site availability, insurance assessment and 

compliance, signage, notification of 

authorities, advertising etc. were all attended 

to, and over two weekends in May/June the 

project was successfully undertaken. 

So successful was the operation that the local 

Fleadh Committee approached the Lions 

Club to operate a similar car park project for 

the Munster Fleadh. Now Thurles might be a 

sporting town, but when it comes to Irish 

music, nobody touches Clare. 

The weekend of July 21st saw a huge music 

loving audience descend on the town, and 

typically Irish, everyone wanted to park at 

the front door of the events. Over two days, a 

roster of Lions and Volunteers processed 

almost 2,000 vehicles in safety, providing a 

badly needed service to an appreciative 

group of motorists, most of whom were from 

outside the county, but gladly supporting 

local Lions charities. 

Was it worth it to listen with envy ... yes it 

was when we emulated what Thurles LC are 

doing.         The result has seen us generate 

€10,000 this year on this project with a 

healthy profit to go into our charities fund. 

Terence Mangan 

 

 

Fellowship for Pat 

 
 

 
 

Pat Ryan was presented with a Melvin Jones 

Fellowship in recognition of his outstanding 

service to Monasterevin Lions Club. The 

presentation was made by Zone Chairman 

Kit O’Sullivan and outgoing chairman Sean 

Connolly 



 

Newcastle Handover 

 

 
 

After serving as President for two great 

years, Lion John Mc Donagh handed over 

his chain of office to new President Dan 

O'Reilly at the June meeting of Newcastle 

Lions Club. This picture appeared in 

Newsletter 46 when we named the club as 

‘Newcstlewest’. 

 We apologise for the error 
 

 

Screening Nurses Wanted 
The National Ploughing Championships take 

place for the third year running at Screggan, 

Tullamore, Co. Offaly on the 18th, 19th and 

20th of September and Lions of District 133 

Ireland will be there offering Free Diabetes 

Screening. Last year we screened 6,500 and 

if the weather is kind to us this year we hope 

to screen more than 7,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The screening operates in the mornings from 

8 am to 1 pm and afternoons from 1 pm to 6 

pm. The organisers are very keen to hear 

from nurses who are interested in doing a 

shift and are appealing to Clubs for 

assistance. 

Clubs who can recruit volunteer nurses or 

who require further information should 

contact John O’Donovan, Diabetes 

Awareness Officer at 087 288 6310 or email 

me jjodonovan@gmail.com 
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